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The Choice

alisliem . May 1944, at the age of sixteen, Edith Eger, together with her
mother, father, and sister Magda, along with twelve thousand other
Jews from her town, Kosice, in Hungary, were first interned and then
taken to Auschwitz.! Her parents were killed immediately. When she
asked an inmate of the concentration camp when she would see her
mother again, the woman pointed to the smoke rising from a chimney

in the distance, and said, “She is burning there. Talk about her in the
past tense.” Somehow Edith survived not only the horrors of Auschwitz
but also the death march that killed almost all her companions. When
she was eventually discovered by American Gls, lying beneath a pile of

{| corpses, she had typhoid fever, pneumonia, pleurisy, and a broken back.
She married a fellow patient at the hospital where she was recay-

ering. Eventually she moved with her family to the United States , where
she became a psychologist. But the trauma of Auschwitz remained, until,

1. This opening section is taken from my book Morality: Restoring the Common Good
in Divided Times (London: Hodder & Stoughton, 2020).
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